BHEPTA General Assembly
Keep BHE Open Update

April 7, 2011
6:30 pm
BHE Cafeteria



Jan 6: News of
school closures
hits BHE
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Jan 10: First PT
special meeting re
school closures
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Jan 12 + 13: AISDD
Community
Meetings
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Write something...

Dl]l'l't Keep Barton Hills Elementary School Open
|'|133 M',‘ Catherine Dadey's House Public Education Committee Testimony
School.
4/5/11
My name is Catherine Dadey, I would like to start by teling Rep....
:| 13 hours ago - Unlike - Comment - Share 1# Chat (132)

2,000+ FANS!




Online Petitions
»
Two petitions:

View Current Signatures - Sizgn the Petition

To: Austin Independent School District (ATSD) Facility Master Plan Task Force: Dr. Meria
Joel Carstarphen, AISD Superintendent; AISD Board of Trustees y

Cec: The Honorable Jeff Wentworth: The Honorable Elliott Naishtat: Dejong Richter

SAVE BARTON HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FROM CLOSURE E I < N A I l | R I E I
u

We, the undersigned parents, teachers, students and concerned members of
the Barton Hills El rv School ¢ itv, opp the AISD Facility
Master Plan Task Force proposal put forth by Dejong Richter, which would
close Barton Hills Elementary School. directly impacting over 500

children and negatively affecting many more citywide through class-size
increases and other unintended consequences.

Keep Barton Hills Elementary School Open

=T =0 Email friends

Signatures 2130 ToTaL

Page:

@
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Name: Ashley Preston on Jan 8, 2011 1
Comments: My daughter has attend Barton Hills since Kindergarten and it has been a wonderful experience
for her. This is an exemplary school! Keep Barton Hills Open.

Name: Sam Baber on Jan 8, 2011 2
Comments:
Name: Bethany Prescott on Jan &, 2011 3

Comments: Save Our School!!




I T-shirts and Yard Signs

A Green and gold BHE
t-shirts printed by
Tina Weaver and
sold by Kathy Carr

A Yard signs sold by
Kathy Carr

A Kathy also
coordinated sign
printing for other
campuses




Thanks toNebsyDaisy

UStI n @maee SCHOOLS make a
HOO HUGE DIFFERENGE!

A State-Wide Coalition Dedicated to Preserving our Texas Schools
PARENT
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SaveAustinSchools.co

12,000+ Rally
as Save Texas
Schools!

Thank You Wellness Fair Sponsors/Volunteers!
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Brent and TindDonahoocreated and
launched 2 surveys

I BHE population survey

AA deeper look at projected growth in the
Barton Hills community

I Transfer survey
A Currently underway




I Business Outreach

KimHeideand ChristianneCastleberry
rallied local business support for BHE

I Letter described the effect closing BHE
would have on local businesses

I Petition demonstrated overwhelming
business support for our school




I Barton Hills

Neighborhood Association

A Immediately rallied behind us!

I Nearly every yard has a sign!

i Pledged $2,000

| Continues to turn out at rallies, events
A Offered muchappreciated guidance

I FormerAISD Trustees Nan Clayton, Pat
Whiteside, and KarebulaneySmith

I BHNA President Craig Smith



Walk a Mile in my Shoes

Family Walk f. Police Ice

| e
Jan 22, 2011 oy —
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I Thanks to
CampusOutreachbliaisons!

AAutumn Keiser ]
BHEPTA Liaison to Becker Elem. ~

AKathy Carr
BHEPTA Liaison doslinElem.

AJeneenSchloz and

Wendy Papasanq
BHEPTAIaisongo ZilkerElem.




A Meetings!
I Observed at evergneetingfrom January present
I Participated in small groumeetings

A Media!

A Output
I Research into FMP Consultants

I Compilation of Data on FTF make and
participation
I No Confidence Letter and Petition

A Speakers!



CITIZENS COMMUNICATION = ITIZENS COMMUNICATION
February 28, 2011 20:11:13 March 7, 2011 19:36:41
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com n 3
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I Thanks to FTF + AISD
Special Commlttee members'

A CatherineDadey B
AEdyEmbry |

A LeslieGervais
A Antoinette Perez . &
A Angie Wagner = ‘

FTF + AISD
Special Committee Meeting
3/30/11



A Testified at City Council
A Met with Councimembers

A Proposalsfor City:AlSDpartnership

A Supportfrom Congress For The New
Urbanism

A Support from parents fo€ouncil Resolution

A City Council passed Resolution to work with
AlISD in support of urban schools



BHEPTA President
KellyTagle
2/10/11

2/10/11 12:50 PM"

Citizen Communications

BHE Parent
LauraMinnigerode
2/17/11

217711 Item .48 MO 32 AM

Austin City Council Meeting




| Kl G 68008 R:

A Coordinated postcard campaigns

I Provided postcards/templates to
community

I To Lieutenantsovernor, Speaker of the
House, Senator, and Representatives

A Provided testimonyo Houseand Senate

A Attended Vigifor Texas during House
budget debate on April 1
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Thanks to City + State

Special Committee members!
COI\/IMITTEE MEMBERS: ADDITIONAYOLUNTEERS:

A Mel Abel

A Eric Bryant

A Glenn Chase

A Chris Cobb

A TinaDonahoo

A Autumn Keiser

A LauraMinnigerode
A SharonPeurrung
A SuzanneSoares

T > T T T T I I> T I I Io I I

Whitney Black
RobBorja
AmyBrand
Kathy Carr
AngieCastilleja
Susie Cobb
CatherineDadey
EdyEmbry
RuthHeinze
PenleyMcQueen
Amy Moore
Antoinette Perez
StefanPharis
Robin Rather



Texas PTA and Austin Council P

A Communication

| Stayed in regular contact during early days to ensure BHEPTA
acted in accordance with Aust@ouncilPTA and Texas PTA
policies and goals

i [ SOSNY ISR 1/ te¢! (2 NBflFeée YS3
I ~Obtained direction in crafting BHEPTA stance against school
closures

A Participated in Texas PTA Day at the Capitol
I Met with Rep. Donna Howard

A Supported all Texas PTA efforts to increase education
funding at the state level



Complementary, NoiiP TA Efforts:
Coalition to Save Austin Urban School

A AlSDwide focus

A Collective voice of schools at highest risk
of closure

A Meetings with key
Influencers

I Trustees Bradley,
Moya

I Supt.Carstarphen(x2)
I Rep. Lloyd Doggett




Coalition Stance

A We donot support utilizing school closure as a budget cutting tool.

A Weare committed to working with the District to address the 10yr
Facilities Master Plan.

A Wewould like the District to utilize the 2008 CCNS process in
working with communities in the coming 15 months as a part of th
FMP process. Our three specific requests

1. Addingin qualitative criteria in the decision making process,

2. Utilizinga campus level facilities scorecard to be reviewed
annually between each CAC and tstrict, and

3. HEmpoweringCAC's to better fulfill their leadership
responsibilities.

A Webelieve that the District vision and City of Austin vision needs 1
be in line and that an open and collaborative process needs to
occur as a part of the continuing FMP process



I Coalition Reps from BHE

A Nicole Austin A Amy Moore
A CatherineDadey A Antoinette Perez
A Jenny Day A KellyTagle

A Letty Lamont




I ComplementaryNonPTA Efforts:

Friends of Barton Hills

A Strategy and Messaging

A Writing and Research
AManifestos I, II, 111

AFinal Response to FMP report
AMaps and Presentations

A Meetings: AISD, Chamber, politicians, Bl
A Advocacy & Resolutions
A Statesman, Chronicle, Radio, TV stories



Friends of Barton Hills: Messages
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I Friends of Barton Hills

A Amy Brand, parent (K and®p

A Cherylann Campbell, parentf{@nd 3¢)

A Celia Cole, PTA VP, parerit ¢imd 39)

A Mary Ann Neely, BHNA/District 342 chair
A Stefan Pharis, parent {L

A Robin Rather, parent (3

A Julian Rivera, ParentsfiL

A Jason Sabo, parent{b

A Suzanne Soares, parentt1

A James Spindler, BH Neighbor/UT Law

A Special Friends: BHE parents, husbands, wives,
community members



A Austin Parents for Austin Parents for Open Enrollment

O We love living in Austin, and we love AISD. We very much appreciate AISD’s policy
e n n ro I I l e nt of allowing transfers when space permits. This allows parents to choose the right school

p for their child, whetherthe key criterion is size, academics. encouragement of parental

involvement, special programs, or proximity to a parent’s workplace or important

.I. An i nfo rm al g ro u p afterschool caregiver such as a grandparent.

Here is a brief summary of why we support AISD’s open enroliment transfer policy.

Of p are ntS Wh O e Improving StudentOutcomes / Academic Achievement— Different children thrive

~ 7 in different educational environments. Austin’s open enroliment policy empowers
i parents to decide which school works best fortheir child. It also makes Austin’s best

a Z performing schools available to as many children as possible.

e Equalizing Educational Opportunity - Strict school assignment by neighborhood

O p e n e n ro I I m e nt deprives families of options, too often restricting lower-income students to

underperforming schools.

tran Sfe r p O I I Cy e Increasing District Efficiency - Due to constantly changing neighborhood
demographics. AISD cannot ensure that every seat in every school will be used by
neighborhood children. It makes financial sense for unused seats to be filled with
00 transfer students. AISD is also able to use the transfer policy to relieve pressure on
I I n C u e$ are nts overcrowded schools. This is a common sense way to save money by delaying the
need to build new schools.
fro m 6 e I e m e ntar\' e Fostering Diversity — AISD's open enroliment policy increases economic and racial
J diversity throughout the district
S C h O O I S B arto n e Empowering Parents / Increasing Involvement — Accordingto the U. S.
Department of Education, “chosen schools (public or private) are associated with
. . more parental satisfaction and involvement than assigned public schools.” As
H I | I S Z I I ke r Le e parents go through the process of choosing the school best for their child (even ifit's
y y their neighborhood school), they become vested in the school's success. They give

their time, talent and treasure. They make the school a better place, not just for their

M at h eWS . Pe aS e child, but for all children at the school.

. . e Preserving A Strong Middle Class Presence — When middle and upper-income
an d TraVI }I e I g htS families feel like they have options within the district, they are less likely to move out
of the district or send their childrento a private or charter school. While these
students have fled other urban school districts, AISD has maintained a strong middle
class presence.

e Sustaining A Vibrant, Urban Core — Transfer students help keep many schools in
Austin’s urban core full and operating efficiently. These schools, inturn, are part of
what makes Austin’s urban core so attractive to new families and local businesses.




l i 65005 R2yS
A Survey of BHE Transfer Parents

Facebook Page

A Yahoo Groupl COUNT

Keep Barton Hills Elementary Open

A District Advisory Council Meetings

A Meetings with Trustees LoVoi,
Barksdale, Moya and Brister



I Thanks to Transfer Group
Special Committee members!

A CristinaPhillips ~ Thanks for additional

ATinaW help from:
Inavveaver A BartFarar

ADarby A CherylanrCampbell
Woolley A Robin Rather

Austin Parents for
X } Open Enroliment
2/12/11




ComplementaryNon-PTA Efforts:
Save Texas ScthIs

| BEEas
W e

A Statewide focus WO, e T
A BHE leaders ’ =

I LettyLamont

I Jenny Medford

I “Hilary Whitfield
A March 12Rally =

nearly 12,000
turned out!



Save Texas Schools Rally
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I Thank you to our
wonderful faculty and staff!




