
BHEPTA General Assembly 
Keep BHE Open Update 

April 7, 2011 

6:30 pm 

BHE Cafeteria 



Iƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜƎŀƴΧ 

Jan 6: News of 
school closures 

hits BHE 

Jan 10: First PTA 
special meeting re: 

school closures 

Jan 12 + 13: AISD 
Community 
Meetings 



Facebook 

2,000+ FANS! 



Online Petitions 

Two petitions: 
2,600 TOTAL 
SIGNATURES! 



T-shirts and Yard Signs 

ÅGreen and gold BHE 
t-shirts printed by 
Tina Weaver and 
sold by Kathy Carr 

ÅYard signs sold by 
Kathy Carr  

ÅKathy also 
coordinated sign 
printing for other 
campuses 



Thanks to Websy Daisy 

SaveAustinSchools.com 

SaveTexasSchools.org 

Bhepta.com 



Surveys  

Brent and Tina Donahoo created and 
launched 2 surveys 

ïBHE population survey 

ÅA deeper look at projected growth in the  
Barton Hills community 

ïTransfer survey 

ÅCurrently underway 

 



Business Outreach  

Kim Heide and Christianne Castleberry 
rallied local business support for BHE 

ïLetter described the effect closing BHE 
would have on local businesses 

ïPetition demonstrated overwhelming 
business support for our school 

 



Barton Hills  
Neighborhood Association  

ÅImmediately rallied behind us! 

ïNearly every yard has a sign! 

ïPledged $2,000 

ïContinues to turn out at rallies, events 

ÅOffered much-appreciated guidance  

ïFormer AISD Trustees Nan Clayton, Pat 
Whiteside, and Karen Dulaney Smith 

ïBHNA President Craig Smith 



Walk a Mile in my Shoes 
Family Walk f. Police Ice 

Jan 22, 2011 



Thanks to  
Campus Outreach Liaisons! 

ÅAutumn Keiser ς  
BHEPTA Liaison to Becker Elem. 

ÅKathy Carr ς  
BHEPTA Liaison to Joslin Elem. 

ÅJeneen Schloz and 
Wendy Papasan ς  
BHEPTA Liaisons to Zilker Elem. 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ C¢C Ҍ !L{5 

ÅMeetings! 
ïObserved at every meeting from January - present 

ïParticipated in small group meetings 

ÅMedia! 

ÅOutput! 
ïResearch into FMP Consultants 

ïCompilation of Data on FTF make-up and 
participation 

ïNo Confidence Letter and Petition 

ÅSpeakers! 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ C¢C Ҍ !L{5 

Top left: Catherine Dadey addresses AISD 
Trustees  on Feb. 28 ς ά¢ŀƪŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦέ 
Top right: Leslie Gervais addresses the 
AISD Trustees on Mar. 7 ς ά ¢ŀƪŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ 
ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ Chw w9![Φέ 
Left: Letter to AISD Trustees ς There is NO 
CONFIDENCE in the FTF Report! 
3/28/11 



Thanks to FTF + AISD  
Special Committee members! 

ÅCatherine Dadey 

ÅEdy Embry 

ÅLeslie Gervais 

ÅAntoinette Perez 

ÅAngie Wagner 
FTF + AISD 
Special Committee Meeting 
3/30/11 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ /ƛǘȅ 

ÅTestified at City Council  

ÅMet with Council members 

ÅProposals for City-AISD partnership 

ÅSupport from Congress For The New 
Urbanism 

ÅSupport from parents for Council Resolution 

ÅCity Council passed Resolution to work with 
AISD in support of urban schools 

 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ /ƛǘȅ 
BHEPTA President 
Kelly Tagle 
2/10/11 

BHE Parent 
Laura Minnigerode 

2/17/11 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ {ǘŀǘŜ 

ÅCoordinated postcard campaigns 

ïProvided postcards/templates to 
community 

ïTo Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the 
House, Senator, and Representatives 

ÅProvided testimony to House and Senate 

ÅAttended Vigil for Texas during House 
budget debate on April 1 

 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ {ǘŀǘŜ 



Thanks to City + State  
Special Committee members! 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

ÅMel Abel 
ÅEric Bryant 
ÅGlenn Chase 
ÅChris Cobb 
ÅTina Donahoo 
ÅAutumn Keiser 
ÅLaura Minnigerode 
ÅSharon Peurrung 
ÅSuzanne Soares 
 

ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS: 

Å Whitney Black 
Å Rob Borja 
Å Amy Brand 
Å Kathy Carr 
Å Angie Castilleja 
Å Susie Cobb 
Å Catherine Dadey 
Å Edy Embry 
Å Ruth Heinze 
Å Penley McQueen 
Å Amy Moore 
Å Antoinette Perez 
Å Stefan Pharis 
Å Robin Rather 
 



Texas PTA and Austin Council PTA 

ÅCommunication 
ïStayed in regular contact during early days to ensure BHEPTA 

acted in accordance with Austin Council PTA and Texas PTA 
policies and goals 

ï[ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ !/t¢! ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ !ǳǎǘƛƴ t¢!Ωǎ 

ïObtained direction in crafting BHEPTA stance against school 
closures 

ÅParticipated in Texas PTA Day at the Capitol 
ïMet with Rep. Donna Howard 

ÅSupported all Texas PTA efforts to increase education 
funding at the state level 



Complementary, Non-PTA Efforts: 
Coalition to Save Austin Urban Schools 

ÅAISD-wide focus 

ÅCollective voice of schools at highest risk 
of closure 

ÅMeetings with key  
influencers 
ïTrustees Bradley,  

Moya 

ïSupt. Carstarphen (x2) 

ïRep. Lloyd Doggett 



Coalition Stance 

Å We do not support utilizing school closure as a budget cutting tool.  

Å We are committed to working with the District to address the 10yr 
Facilities Master Plan.  

Å We would like the District to utilize the 2008 CCNS process in 
working with communities in the coming 15 months as a part of the 
FMP process. Our three specific requests are:  

1. Adding in qualitative criteria in the decision making process,  

2. Utilizing a campus level facilities scorecard to be reviewed 
annually between each CAC and the District, and 

3. Empowering CAC's to better fulfill their leadership 
responsibilities.  

Å We believe that the District vision and City of Austin vision needs to 
be in line and that an open and collaborative process needs to 
occur as a part of the continuing FMP process. 



Coalition Reps from BHE 

ÅNicole Austin 

ÅCatherine Dadey 

ÅJenny Day 

ÅLetty Lamont 

ÅAmy Moore 

ÅAntoinette Perez 

ÅKelly Tagle 



Complementary, Non-PTA Efforts: 
Friends of Barton Hills 

ÅStrategy and Messaging 

ÅWriting and Research  
ÅManifestos I, II, III 

ÅFinal  Response to FMP report 

ÅMaps and Presentations 

ÅMeetings: AISD, Chamber, politicians, BHNA 

ÅAdvocacy & Resolutions 

ÅStatesman, Chronicle, Radio, TV stories 



Friends of Barton Hills: Messages 

ά Lǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŘŘ ǳǇΦέ 

 

ά ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōȅ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦέ 

 

ά.I9 Ґ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ 

 

άCƛȄ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦέ 

 

ά{ŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ {ǘǊƻƴƎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΗέ 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ .ŀǊǘƻƴ Iƛƭƭǎέ 

 

άDƻƻŘ Řŀǘŀ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΤ ōŀŘ Řŀǘŀ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΦ                                      wŜƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘΗέ 



Friends of Barton Hills 

ÅAmy Brand, parent (K and 2nd) 
ÅCherylann Campbell, parent (6th and 3rd) 
ÅCelia Cole, PTA VP, parent (5th and 3rd) 
ÅMary Ann Neely, BHNA/District 342 chair 
ÅStefan Pharis, parent (1st) 
ÅRobin Rather, parent (4th) 
ÅJulian Rivera, Parent (1st) 
ÅJason Sabo, parent (5th) 
ÅSuzanne Soares, parent (1st) 
ÅJames Spindler, BH Neighbor/UT Law 
ÅSpecial Friends:  BHE parents, husbands, wives, 

community members 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 

ÅAustin Parents for 
Open Enrollment  
ïAn informal group 

of parents who 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ !L{5Ωǎ 
open enrollment 
transfer policy 
ïIncludes parents 

from 6 elementary 
schools  Barton 
Hills, Zilker, Lee, 
Mathews, Pease 
and Travis Heights 



²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΥ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 

ÅSurvey of BHE Transfer Parents 
 

Å                Facebook Page  
 

 

ÅYahoo Group  
 

 

ÅDistrict Advisory Council Meetings 
 

ÅMeetings with Trustees LoVoi, 
Barksdale, Moya and Brister 

 



Thanks to Transfer Group 
Special Committee members! 

ÅCristina Phillips 

ÅTina Weaver 

ÅDarby  
Woolley 

Thanks for additional 
help from: 

ÅBart Farar 

ÅCherylann Campbell 

ÅRobin Rather 

 

 

First Meeting of  
Austin Parents for 
Open Enrollment 
2/12/11 



Complementary, Non-PTA Efforts: 
Save Texas Schools Rally 

ÅStatewide focus 

ÅBHE leaders 

ïLetty Lamont 

ïJenny Medford 

ïHilary Whitfield 

ÅMarch 12 Rally =  
nearly 12,000 
turned out! 

 



Save Texas Schools Rally 

Save Texas Schools Rally 
3/12/11 



Thank you to our  
wonderful faculty and staff! 


